32                    THE DRAMA OF TWO WORLDS

division between the world of sense and the world of soul,
between the things of the flesh and the things of the spirit.
These two worlds may be kept separate throughout life,
but they must draw ever closer together at the approach of
death. The most famous of the Morality Plays, Everyman,
takes as its theme the moments when death is imminent, and
shows what a revaluation Everyman has to make of those
things in his life which had once seemed all-important.

EVERYMAN

HERE   BEGINNETH   A   TREATISE   HOW   THE   HIGH   FATHER   OF

HEAVEN SENDETH DEATH TO SUMMON EVERY CREATURE TO

COME AND GIVE ACCOUNT OF THEIR LIVES IN THIS WORLD

AND IS IN MANNER OF A MORAL PLAY.

GOD speaks from above
GOD. I perceive here in my majesty,

How that all creatures be to me unkind,

Living without dread in worldly prosperity.

Of ghostly1 sight the people be so blind,

Drowned in sin, they know me not for their God,

In worldly riches is all their mind,

They fear not my righteousness, the sharp rod;

My law that I shewed when I for them died

They forget clean, and shedding of my blood red;

I hanged between two, it cannot be denied;                         10

To get them life I suffered to be dead;

I healed their feet, with thorns hurt was my head.

I could do no more than I did, truly;

And now I see the people do clean forsake me.

They use the seven deadly sins damnable;

As pride, covetise, wrath and lechery

Now in the world be made commendable.

I hoped well that every man

In my glory should make his mansion,
1 Spiritual.